
 

 

 

Emerald Community House Inc. 
356 - 358 Belgrave-Gembrook Rd, Emerald VIC 3782 

Telephone: 03 5968 3881  Email: emhouse@iinet.net.au 

www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au 

‘Find us’ on Facebook - www.facebook.com/emeraldcommunityhouse 

 

 

 

Term 1 
(28th January—1st April 2021) 

 
Short course programs, children’s 

programs, local events, venue hire, 

activities and community projects 

Supporting local community needs, 

providing volunteering  

opportunities , community 

connections, support services and 

training pathways to employment 

Office open  

Mon, Wed and Fri  

10am—3pm 

(During School Terms) 

All Welcome 

please come in  

& say hello 

 Our Vision is to be a place where connections are made and opportunities are realised.  

Our Mission is to consistently meet the needs of the community by providing  
quality community development activities, programs and services. 

Program Guide 



 

 

Membership Fees 
 
$10 for individuals and $15 for families applies to all users accessing any of the services/programs at 
Emerald Community House (ECH).  The membership fee is an annual fee from January to December and 
goes towards House facilities and maintenance, community grant support, insurance, free community wifi 
and other house expenses. Further details www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au  
 

Course Enrolment  
Enrolment/membership forms are available at the office or online www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au. 
Course cancellations may occur if minimum class numbers aren’t achieved. Terms/Conditions are also 
online. NOTE: Course times and activity details are correct as at time of printing, but may be subject to 
change at the discretion of management. 

Membership, Course Enrolment Details & Conditions 

 
Permaculture Design Course 
Course Code PDC  With Pete Allen 
 
This 120 hr Permaculture Design Course (PDC) will suit many levels including those wishing to 
design their own property, going on to seek employment, or planning to continue with other 
accredited courses. This is a real chance to learn and gain 2 certificates in this 16 wk course (21 
sessions). Numerous tutors will cover concepts of a full permaculture design including, zones, 
sectors and the ethics and principles of permaculture. At the conclusion of this course 
participants will complete and present a design to the class to complete this certificate course.  
 
 

 
Dates:    Tuesday April 20th (16 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  9am—4.30pmTelopea Mtn Permaculture (Pete the Permie) Invermay Rd, Monbulk  
Course Fee:  $750.00 
 
 
 

 

Fruit tree classes are 10am-4pm, bring lunch, refreshments supplied. All classes are held onsite 

at Telopea Mtn Permaculture & Nursery in Monbulk. 

Feb 28th Sunday -  Winter Vs Summer Pruning   10am-4pm $104.50 (Inc.GST) 

Is this class we look at when you should prune and when you can just leave it alone , by pruning at right 

times we can reduce the work load by up to 90% plus deal with fungal issues, over production of fruit, size 

of trees and reduce disease instances.  

 

March 21st   Sunday  Biodynamic compost making and feeding different fruit tree species.  

10am-4pm $104.50 

In this class we will look at how to build a Biodynamic compost heap to feed veggies or fruit trees and how 

to modify it to feed specific species based on their needs (not yours). 

Pete the Permie 

Pete the Permie 



 

 

Emerald Wellbeing Group - FREE 
Course Code WP   
 

Our popular and innovative program provides a diverse and fun environment for people to 
engage in various physical and intellectual activities that can improve quality of health and 
wellbeing. The program takes place in an environment that includes carers to develop friendships, receive 
support from the group and develops a network with a variety of people and age groups. 
 

We offer a range of structured fun activities to improve general wellbeing  directed at people over 50.  
There is a focus on providing people with an opportunity to get together for social gatherings, informal 
discussions as well as providing valuable information.  Carers who support loved ones, must attend 
together and are welcome.Our program is coordinated by volunteers & currently funded by ECH. 
 

Dates:  Thursday February 11th—April 1st (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  10am - 12pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  Free 
 
 

Gentle Yoga to strengthen your core and Improve your flexibility. 
Course Code GY  With Lisa Baker 
 
Monday Evening—Starting February 1st—March 29th (8 weeks)  5.30pm—6.45pm Cost $132 
 
Friday Morning—Starting February 5th—March 26th (8 weeks)   10am—11.15am  Cost $132 
 
Meditation for Beginners and Intermediates 
Monday Evening—Starting February 1st—March 29th (8 weeks)  7pm—8pm  Cost $132 
 

Health & Wellbeing 

QiGong for Health & Healing 
Course Code QG With Maxine Gardner 
 

QIGONG, (chi gong), from which Tai Chi originated, uses the same principles of combining breath-work, 
movement and stillness to improve the quality of life on all levels. The purpose of these ancient exercises 
is to seek stillness (relaxation) in movement (chaos). Bringing these aspects into balance will  help to 
provide participants with practical tools for coping with the daily stresses of everyday life. QiGong can 
improve flexibility, balance, and coordination. It can be beneficial for arthritis, recovering from surgery or 
illness. Or it can simply help those who wish to enjoy the practice of a beautiful and gentle way of being, 
contributing to their health at the same time. Please bring water & a blanket. 

Dates:  Thursday February 18th - April 1st (7weeks)  
Time & Venue:  6.30pm - 8:30pm, ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  $115.50 (inc GST)  Casual class fee $22 (inc GST) 

Information Technology 

Computers (Day Sessions)   

Course Code CD   With Nardia Lyle 

 
Learn all about the ins and outs of your computer in a supportive environment. Work at your own pace, 
guided by the tutor to help you learn what you need to know and are interested in such as simple 
documents, email and communicating through the internet. As your confidence grows learn about 
spreadsheets, inserting pictures or creating data bases. Participants can choose from Microsoft Windows 
operating system and Microsoft Office Suite (including Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and more. 
 

Dates:  Tuesday February 9th - March 30th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue: 10am - 12.30pm, ECH Meeting Room 
Course Fee:  $70 (including material & amenities fees)   



 

 

First Aid & CPR 
HLTAID001 Provide CPR + HLTAID003 Provide First Aid 
 
HLTAID003 Provide First Aid 
Course Information 
Learn the skills and knowledge required to provide a first aid response to a person in need. Classes are 
fun and face-to-face with plenty of practical hands on learning. Suitable for both people in workplaces and 
members of the public. This course includes HLTAID001 Provide Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and a 
short online pre-class component.  
 

Dates:  Saturday March 13th  
Time & Venue:  9am—1pm 
Course Fee:  First Aid $160  (10 spots available) CPR $70 (5 spots available) 

 
Literacy for Adults with a Disability   
Course Code ALFA  With Dianne Edwards  
 
This course is geared for those who will benefit from basic numeracy and literacy skills in a small friendly 
group environment. Using fun and interactive methods, students will  also increase their confidence and 
abilities to work in a group.  
 
Dates:   Monday February 1st—March 29th (8 weeks) 
Time & Venue:  9.30 am—11.30am ECH Hall 
Course Fee:  $80.00  
 
 
 

First Aid & CPR 

Adult Education Courses 

Developing Your Writing Skills 
Course Code DYWS With Maria Millers 

 

Would you like to develop your writing skills further, become an author, a literary critic or write moving edi-

torials?  In this course, while exploring different literary works and sharing your creative writing, you will be 

introduced to a range of creative writing techniques that will help to develop your own personal writing 

skills. This is a supportive atmosphere headed by a skilled teacher with some students already published 

or going on to be successful authors. You can too, starting with this course. 

 

Dates:   Friday February 12th—March 26th 

Time & Venue:  12.30pm—3pm ECH Hall 

Course Fee:  $50.00 

Suggestions 

What kind of new courses or projects would you like to join? 

Are you interested in other activities, events or services run in the future? Topics might include craft, walk-

ing group, photography, digital technology, computer coding, equipment repairs, sewing alterations, bread 

making and arts/performance projects. We are capable of searching for tutors and teachers who can de-

liver a  course on a specific  subject which could help you to access job opportunities, networking or kick 

start new enterprises.  



 

 

Venue Hire Bookings 

 

Emerald Community House has facilities for hire suitable for parties, weddings, workshops, meetings, con-

sultations, performances & events. 

Our church hall was fully restored in 2012, has a white interior with polished timber floor, air-conditioning 

and heating. Comfortably seats 36, (6 trestle tables each seating 6). Seats 50 maximum without  tables. 

Our kitchen caters for 36 people with crockery, cutlery and glassware. The kitchen comprises a large is-

land work bench, fridge/freezer, upright oven, microwave, dishwasher, double sink, hand sink and laundry 

sink.   

Children’s playground with basketball hoop, climbing equipment, grassed area and secure fencing. Nearby 

parking areas are available for hirers. 

Enquiries: 5968 3881 

Application forms - www.emeraldcommunityhouse.org.au/forms 

 



 

 

Out-of-School Hours (OOSH) care 
 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an OOSH program for 
each weekday and supervises travel between Emerald Primary School to ECH. The program is self-
funded by ECH as a community enterprise. 
 

A substantial and nutritious breakfast and afternoon tea is provided within the cost of the program. Fun 
activities include arts & crafts, books, board games, outdoor activities, games and lots more. Laptop 
computers and internet access are also available to use for homework. 
 

 
 
Morning - 6:30am - 9am  $20 per child 
Afternoon - 3:30pm - 6:30pm  $22 per child 

Children’s Programs 

Occasional Childcare 
 
Emerald Community House is a registered licensed childcare provider operating an affordable 
community based program eligible for the Government Childcare Subsidy. Occasional childcare 
is available on weekdays.  
 
Sessions for 6mths - 5 year olds 
9:30am - 2:30pm  $55 per child  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
 
Childcare Casual rate:  $15 per hour, per child (minimum 2hrs) 

Our play and learning program offers lots of fun, love and social activities. Special experiences 
are provided each day, taking into account the children’s natural interests, and designed to 
promote their social, physical, intellectual, language and emotional development. 



 

 

ECH FREE MOSAIC WORKSHOP 

Notable Yarra Ranges artist Sioux Dollman will once again create a mosaic mas-

terpiece for Emerald Community House. But this time, the community is invited to 

participate.  

Four free workshops will be held from 10am to 2pm on February 
20, 21 (Emerald Market day), 27 and 28 . 
 
Bookings are recommended for the free workshop sessions. Call ECH on 5968 
3881 or send an email to emhouse@iinet.net.au to book your timeframe during 
any or all of the four sessions. Bring the kids! 

 
All materials are provided but you may want to contribute some of your own mem-
ories of COVID with coloured stones, old tiles from your renovations, small mar-
bles or ceramic pieces from broken china. Participants can even bring along their 
own tiles and learn under the guided hands of an expert. 
 
Sioux will have mapped out panels of cement sheeting for each step riser.  Bud-

ding mosaic artists of all ages can come along in the open air, position themselves 

at a safe COVID distance and help to create the masterpiece of community art.  

Locals will be familiar with Sioux’s magnificent Warburton Steps mosaic which has 

inspired ECH to engage her expertise to work with locals to create a community 

art display in Emerald. 

This public art project created by Emerald Community House is funded by Cardin-

ia Shire Council as part of their Community Connection Grants program. The work 

will provide a collage of community images with the words “We are one but we are 

many” cascading down the stairs. This project provides the chance for people to 

connect and learn how to work with mosaics in free  community workshops and 

perhaps develop their own masterpieces in their own gardens. 

(images from Seville Community House Mosaic, provided by Sioux Dollman) 

mailto:emhouse@iinet.net.au


 

 


